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Ho! 


N Hy all this Outcry about a Bridge ls the 
W particular Convenience of ſome People the 
W Motive of propoſing it, or is private 5 
reſt in the Oppolition ? Will the buildin 

Bridge be really a Prejudice to the Public, or wi K 
not? This is the Queſtion which ſhould be treated 


with Impartiality and Candour. 


Wherever the Site of Trade is placed, immediate' 
contiguity will have Advantages over a more remote 


Situation. If therefore the building a Bridge eaſt- 


ward of Eſſen- bridge will divert the Trade of this 
A 2 Aty 


N ty BRIDGE. 
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3 City from its ancient courſe, it muſt affect the Pro- 


Eo of thoſe who have been long in poſſeſſion of 
2% thoſe Benefits which ariſe to Individuals from Situa- 

tion; and fo far it will certainly be a private Incon- 
venience. If chen it appears that the Public receive 
no Advantages from this intended Bridge, natural 
Juſtice is on the Side of the Individuals who may be 
affected by the Change, and it ought not to take 
place.—If, on the other Hand, the public Emolu- 
ment is to be the Conſequence, it is an eſtabliſhed 
Maxim in all Societies, that Public Good is to fuper- 
ſede Frtvate Benefit.” To this Policy do all civilized 
Countries owe at this Day their Conveniencies, their 
Improvement, their Beauty, and, in a Word, every 
thing that contributes to the regular Order and well- 
being of the People. 


Nothing has ever- been found to traverſe Public 
Utility ſo much as Self-intereft, which, by giving a 
Bias to the Judgment, tends in many Caſes to reverſe 
the natural Order of Things, and has ſuch Influence 
over Individuals as leads them to think firſt for 
themſelves, and then for the Public; whereas, ac- 
cording to the true Direction, Men ſhould firſt con- 
ner the Public Good, and then themſelves. 


Me: before Men ſhould. determine. on this in- 
tended Scheme, it ſeems but reaſonable to examine 
fairly into the Merits, te view the Matter in both 
Lights, and to judge from the good or bad Effects 


Which may be e from the ding it into 
execution. | 5 


The 1 1 a Bridge, i ipal 
conſidered, will appear to be obvious; the more 
free and ealy the Communication and Intercourſe 
amongſt People, the greater * be the Advan- 

.  tages to the Fabr. 


he Oy 5 Dublin, 
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Dublin, whoſe Opulence, Grandeur, and Elegante 
have riſen ſo ſenſibly within theſe thirty Years paſt, 
as to give it a rank of Eminence amongſt. the moſt 
conſiderable Cities in Europe, has, from ſome parti- 
cular Circumſtances, extended itſelf to the eaſtward 
in an extraordinary manner. The Seat of Govern- 
ment has been placed at that which was once the 
extreme End eaſtward of the City. This cannot be 
diſputed when we recur to the ancient Site of James S- 
gate and that of Eſſex- gate. The Seat of Learning 
was then placed out of the City, eaſtward of its 
Precin&ts. This naturally led Perſons of Fortune to 
build Houſes eaſtward of the Court ; and that which 
was once a ſterile bleak Situation, roſe gradually to 
ſuch Elegance and Beauty, as to give it juſtly a Su- 
periority over the reſt of the City. Thus has this 
City extended itſelf eaſtward on the South Side of 
the River, while the riſing Ground and-healthful Sail 
on the North naturally led Gentlemen of Property to 
vie with their Neighbours on the South ; and hence 
ſuch convenient and elegant Buildings have been raiſ- 
ed, as render this, now great Metropolis, the Reft- 
dence of almoſt all the Men of Property and Conſe- 
quence of the Kingdom, and has of courſe given 
ſuch an influx of Riches, as has ſenſibly raiſed Trade 
and Manufactures to that flouriſhing Condition which 
could only reſult from the Wealth which muſt' natu- 
rally be diffuſed amongft the Laborious and Induf. 


trious. | 


. 
mm 


This, I hope, will be allowed to be a fair and im- 
partial Account of the progreſſive riſe of the Riches, 
Grandeur, and Elegance of this City. If then the 
more populous a City is, the greater is its Conſe- 
quence; if the aggregate Wealth of the Nobility 

and Gentry of a hy runs into and feeds the ſeveral 
Streams of Induſtry and Labour, do not the Mer- 

chant, 


11 

chant, the Tradefman, and the Manufacturer ſtan 

| eminently charged with Obligations of an high na- 
ture, to thoſe from whom they derive theſe Advan- 
tages? And are thoſe great Benefactors to Society to 
be denied a Convenience which renders their Reſt 
dence agreeable, and which may invite and ericou- 
rage them to ſpend their Money amongſt us, becauſe 
it may vary a little the Property of Indwiduals . 


A Bridge awd of Eſſex-bridge may e ſor 
a while, affect the Inhabitants of the Weſt End of 
the City; its Conſequences, however, are like all 
other Objects of Apprehenſion or Expectation, far 
Mort of Reality. But how does this affect the Pub- 
lic? Suppoſe a Man runs out his Eſtate—it is cer- 
tainly a private Injury, as to him another buys this 
Eſtate: How does the Public ſuffer by this change 
of Hands? Private Property may ſhift, but while 


Induſtry retains i its n Public Property wal nes 
ver ſuffer. e 


But, ſay the Advocates againſt this deſirable Con- 
venience, a- new Bridge will hurt Trade; and Ob- 
jections are offered in Faulkner's Paper, which, how- 
ever they may have the Appearance of weight, will 
be found, on 2280 8 to have m__ Intle. ji. JR 


This Heide, if Iam ch informed, is to be built 
from Angleſea-ftreet on the South, to the oppoſite 
Side on the North. If this is the Scheme, I think 
it can admit of no Objection ; if it be at the old 
Ferry, or any where eaſtward of Angleſea-ftreet, it 
will moſt certainly affect Trade, and I then think 
the Oppoſition would be reaſonable; but by placing 
it at Angleſea-ftreet, it will bid fair for anſwering all 
the - Conveniencies to be wiſhed for from ſuch a 
ome, N R r prjudicial to 0 Trade tis 
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this great Metropolis, or ſenſibly affecting any of the 
Inhabitants. ws he 


f 


Let us now conſider the Objections in Faulkner's 


Paper. 


The courſe of the River, as thoſe Objections men- 
tion, is certainly eaſterly ; but it by no means follows 
that the building a Bridge will increaſe the Current 
half a dozen Ships lying together at the Ferry- boat 
Slip, and as many oppoſite, would increaſe it more; ſo 
no Ships ſhould he oppoſitely : This is a poor Objec- 
tion. Beſides, if Ships come in with the Tide, the 
Current will ſeldom have ſuch Force as to to make 
the warping them up difficult. Frethes, after great 
and continued Rain, may obſtruct Shipping 107 a 
Day or two, and this will happen ſometimes whether 
A Bridge is built or not; but without ſuch accidental 
Obſtructions, the Current of the River will neyer 
obſtruct Shipping. | | 


The Objector fays, Ships cannot lie in Safety near 
2 Bridge; and yet the Cuftom-houſe-quay immediately 
Joins Eſſex-bridge, from whence no Ship has been 
forced, in the Memory of Man, 


He allows, that at the Ferry-boat Slip there is a 

Bite or Elbow in the River, where, on a true Calcu- 
lation, it has been found that one hundred and twen- 
ty ſeven Ships have been land-locked in the utmoſt 
Safety. Now this Place of Safety is not intended to 

de affected, for the new Bridge, being ſo far weſtward 


2 it, leaves it in as good a State as it is at pre- 
ent. | 


As to the Objection, that Bridges occaſion the 
River above theme to fill up with Filth. and Dirt I 
will venture to ſay, that a proper and du: Execution 
| . 


of rhe Duties of the Ballaſt Office will quite remove 
that Objection, nay the drudging the River between 
Eſea- bridge and this new Bridge would pay the ex- 
pence, were the Filth and Dirt taken up im Floats and 
put on Land. Surely the Objector will not diſpute 
its being an excellent Manure. RT 


- 


From the intended ſituation of this new Bridge the 
ſafeſt part of the River is not cut off, as is pretended : 
Indeed if the Writer imagines that a Bridge is to be 
built from'the Eaſt corner of the North Wall to the 
oppoſite part gf the South Wall near Ringſend; He is 
| right, but if he will ſuppoſe a Bridge from Angleſea- 
flreet, ſurely he will not ſay that Ships muſt neceſſarily 
| lye below the Walls. I proteſt I don't know what 

mr eee ee Te: 


It is objected, that this Bridge will increaſe Land- 
carriage, ' and will conſequently enhance the Price of 
8 and Coals: This Objection has indeed a 
| ſpecious Appearance, but view it cloſely and you'll 
| find it a meer Phantom. What the Proviſions, which 
| are thus to be enhanced, are, I don't know . We 
don't import We export Proviſions, We are indeed 
N ſometimes unhappily under the Neceſſity of import: 
| | ing Corn, but this Corn is never landed at the Cu/tom- 
| houſe-quay, and it muſt be allowed that Ninety-nine 
| times in an hundred it is diſcharged” to the eaſtward 
| of Angleſea-Street and Liffey-Street, And as to the 


_—_— — 


other Part of that Food ſo material to the Por Pora- 
toes — brought up by Fleets from Dungarvan, I 
would aſk the Objector if he remembers that a Dun 
garvan Boat ever diſcharged to the weſtward of An- 
gleſea-Sireet. This material Proviſion is unladed and 
| fold at Afton's-quay. And as to Coals, it is but within 
_ theſe twenty Years that it was ever known that Coal 
Ships diſcharged higher up than Eiffey-Strett; And it 
is ſubmitted whether their diſcharging at-theBatchelors- 


— 
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We” or at the Slip oppoſite Jervars-Street, does in 
any fort enhance or vary the Charge of Carriage to an 
of the more remote Parts on the North Side of the Ri- 
ver; And with regard to the South Side, the Coal 
Ships are all diſcharged at Aſton s-quay, for there is 
no Quay for Shipping weſtward of Aon + quay, ex- 
cept the Cuſtom-bouſe-quay, ſo that the Evil which is 
ſo much dreaded in regard to Coals, from the build- 
ing a new Bridge, can only affect the Inhabitants on 
Lower-Ormond- Quay, who indeed may be put to the 
additional Expence of Six or Eight Pence a Tun. 


It is urged, that the Merchants will be under a ne- 
© ceſhty of abandoning their Houſes, Warchouſes, 
Vaults and Cellars. How is this to be a Conſequence 
of bu'lding this Bridge where intended? Will the 
Merchants on the Batchelor wall, Abby-Street, Fleet- 
Street, Fownes-Street, Crow-Street, Euftace-Street, 
Gearges-Lane &c. be obliged to abandon their Dwel- 
lings? Why then, by a parity. of Argument, have not 
all the Merchants who live on Uſher's-Quay, the Inns- 
Quay, Cow-Lane, Fiſher's-Lane, Mary Lane, Ma- 
ry's- Abbey, &c. removed upon the building Eſex-bridge? 


As to the Ground being improper for ſinking Cel- 
lars. Where is the neceſſity of ſinking them ſo low 
as to admit Under-water ? Indeed at Vienna one Cel- 
lar is ſometimes built under another, but we need not 
follow that Baſhion—tho' a foreign one. Are there no 
Cellars now on Aſton Quay, in Fleet-Street, on La- 
Zers-Hill, &c? Have not Gentlemen in Merrion-Street 


their Kitchens and Cellars under Ground? Are they 
e | 


The want of Graving Banks is another Objection 
to a New Bridge, but how does this follow from build- 
ing a Bridge where intended? It is pretended too that 
it will increaſe the n amber of Lighters; but this can 


only 


18 | 
only be in regard to the few Ships which now diſcharge 
at the Cuſtom-houſe-quay . Goods diſcharged there will 
indeed be neceſſarily ſubject to that Expence, but it 
muſt be conſidered that a greater part of the Goods 
now diſcharged there, are brought up in Lighters, 
tho' no Bridge to hinder Ships from coming up. The 
Convenience to Trade, from the few Ships which uſu- 
ally diſcharge at the Cuſtam-Hoſe, is a Conſideration of 
very little weight in the Scale againſt the Convenience 

of a ſhort and 

theRiver to the other, by this intended new Bridge. 
All Goods from Cheſter and from London are gene- 
rally brought up to the Cyfom-Houſe in Lighters, fo 
are Spirits. Some Wine Yhips indeed come up to 
the Cuſtom-Houſe, but even theſe are few in regard to 
thoſe which diſcharge into Lighters, and this addition- 
7 2 not _ than three Pence an Hogſhead. 
A xpence of Lighterage is off the Imports, and 
if they e it Ds among 
 ourſelyes; befides it is the Conſumer, not the Mer- 
, chant, who pays this trifling Tax, and this Tax can 
never reach the Mor, for the Conſumer of ſuch Arti- 
cles as are generally diſcharged at the Cuſtom-Houſe, 
is well able to bear this additional Expence. And as 
to the Depredations committed by Lighter- men, it is 
owing to - Lighters not — properly conſtructed, 
and put hkewiſe under proper Regulations; if Light- 
ers were obliged by Law to be fo conſtructed that 
there was to be no communication from the Skuttle to 
the Hold, and if the Owners of Lighters would, in ge- 
neral, employ honeſt Men and give them proper Wa- 
the Inconveniencies, now complained of, would 
ceaſe, and inſtead of being a Grievance they would be 
a Convenience to the Merchant, and give Employment 

to many induſtrious Poor... 


The Harbour is ſuch that few Skips of Burthen, 
gan come up, and very few indeed higher than An- 
os.” YT Rage | "Theſes 


eaſy Communication from one Side of 


11 | 
 gleſea-Street, or its oppoſite Side of the River; the 
»Cuſtom-houſe-quay, it is well known, cannot receive 
many; from that to the near end of 8 Quay, 
there is no Place for Shipping to lie, I ſpeak of the 
South Side of the River. Sometimes an odd Ship now 
and then lies at a Merchant's Warehouſe (for there is 
no Quay for landing Goods between the Cuſtom-Houſe 


and Afton 5-Quay) and I do fubmit3 it whether that, tho' 
A a Convenience: to an Individual, is a proper place? - 


As to the North Side of the River, from Efex-bridge 
to Swift5-row oppoſite Fervais Street, the Quay is en- 
tirely walled up, ſo no Ship ever diſcharges there; | 
and from Swift* s-row to Liffey-ſtreet there are no other 
than Coal Ships, which from what has already been 
obſerved in' 1 to the Coal Trade, is of no Conſe- 
quence, for the Inhabitants on the North Side can be 
no way affected, neither the Poor or Rich, 'tho* the 
Colliers lie below Liffey-Street, as the Carriage by 
Cars wi will bezu uſt the ſame Expence. 

The Qijfiing Property cannot have thoſe terrible 

Effects which are pretended. While Corn, Cattle, 

ool, Butter, - Bacon, Roots and all Garden Stuff 
are brought i into Dublin by the preſent Avenues, it will 
' preſerve that interior Commerce, on which fo many 
- thouſand: Inhabitants depend, in the ſame Vigour, 
whether a new Bridge be built or not. The Tanner 
has not quitted his Tan-yard,—the Malſter his Malt- 
houſe, the Brewer has not thrown up his Buſineſs, 
nor has the Weaver, the Sheerman, the Dyer, or any. 
other induſtrious Tradeſman or Handicraſt-man, felt 
any Effectto the Injury of his Fortune, tho two, three, 
or more Bridges are between hi and the Harbour. 
One of our moſt eminent * lives to the Weſt- 
ward of three Bridges, and yet his Induſtry has all 
the Succeſs which gniendy real Induſtry” and Applica- 
hon. 2225 | | 

þ The 
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The Number of Houſes to the Weſt of E = 
| * 72 ag exceeding i in Number thoſe on the Eaſt, 
= not a fair Argument. Property is to. be taken | — 
= this Eſtimate, and not Number; and on that Princi- 
ple I 4 be glad the Odjecdor would let the Pub- 
lie know how many Houſes, for inſtance, in James's- 
Street, he will place againſt one Houſe in Sacxville- 
Street, Dauſon-Street, Molefworth-Street, © Kildare- + 
Street, or Merrion- Street. I would recommend to 
him, in this Computation, to keep in his Eye the Me- 
thod uſed amongſt Princes in the Exchange of Priſon- 
ers; ſo many common Men for one General. Every 
thing i is rated, or at leaſt ſhould be, according to its 
Value and Conſequence, and it naturally follows that 
one Man, who diftuſes one thouſand Pounds a Year 
amongſt different Artizans and Tradeſmen, is more 
than equal to twenty Men who each ſpend only fift 
Pounds yearly ; for the one thouſand Pounds whic 
the one ſpends yearly, is the very Food of Art and 
Induſtry, 1 which Arts nd Induſtry would 
languiſh, while the other lays. out that only which is 
barely neceſſary for his Support, and which too he 
may have received from the former, as the Reward of 
his Labour and Induſtry ; and therefore I ſhould think, 
that, tho the latter is entitled to Protection, the for- 
mer has a Claim to an higher Tribute; he is to be ac- 
commodated.—It is the Privilege of My and For- 
tune and ſhould never be denied, 


The nin between London and Dublin will 
not ſtand ; there the Court and the City are diſtinct, 
dne being at one End, the other at the oppoſite; 
there all People of Rank and Fortune live in one 
"Quarter, here the Lord and the Trader live in the 
ſame Street. This happens from the Seat of the 
Court being improperly — (now almoſt in the 
Heart of the City,) whilſt in London the Court is at 
one of the extreme Ends, the Shopkeepers * 


4 
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the intermediate Part between the Court and the Riyal © - 3 
Exchange, and the Merchants are ſituated near the 
Seat 7 their Buſineſs, the Exchange and the C 
tom-bouſe, and farther on, towards the Harbour, live 
the Sea-faring Men, and thoſe concerned in the Ma- 
terials for the Marine, in its ſeveral Branches; ſo that 
below London Bridge there could be no Reaſon or 
plauſible Pretence whatever for building a Bridge, as it 
was not to open any Communication of conſequence; 
beſides on the Thames, there are thouſands of floating 
Bridges which are , ever ready for the Convenience of 
the People, whilſt here we have no other Reſource 
than to be conveyed in dirty ſluggiſh Ferry-boats, 
ill ſerved and under no Regulation, or elſe obliged 
to a tedious interrupted Progreſs, of perhaps Half a 
Mile, to the Weſt, and then turn down Half a Mile 
to the Eaſt, before a Gentleman on the South can 
negotiate any common Buſtneſs with his Friend on the 
North Side of the River. But this Objector to a new. 
Bridge, (who ſays no one in the City of London, ever 
thought of building a Bridge below the preſent one, 
at the ſame time that he knew there was no Neceſſity 
for it) has wilfully omitted to take Notice of Weſi- 
minſter Bridge, the building of which ſeemed to ſtrike 
at the Bread of Thouſands, and thoſe too a Body of 
People, which the Policy and Conſtitution of England 
inſtructed to cheriſh ; a Bridge to which a moſt ſtron 
Oppoſition. was given, and many plauſible Arguments 
offered againſt, yet when the Convenience of the 
People at that End of the City, was taken into Conſi- 
deration, it became an Object of too great Conſe- 
quence not to be properly attended to, and this ſu- 
perſeding all other Conſiderations, this Bridge, now 
one of the great Ornaments of that Metropolis, was 
built; nay, at this Inſtant, another is building at Black-. 
Friars ;, but, ſays the Objector, they are not built to-. 
wards the Harbour. Will he ſay, if the Court, the | 
Parliament Houſe, the College, and the Houſes 2 3 
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the Nobility and Gentry, had happened to have been 


placed or. each Side of the Rwer at that End of the 


City, that a Communication would have been denied 


to them, becauſe the Inhabitants of the other End 
diſliked it, or that it claſh'd-with their Intereſt. 


T cannot allow that the Execution of this new Pro- 


ject, is calculated for the Convenience of a Few, or 


to enrich Three or Four, no more than I can agree 


that it will ruin Two Hundred Thouſand. I don't know 


what this Caviller means by a few; I think the Inha- 
bitants of that great Tract of Ground from the Weſt 
End of ColHlege-Green to Merrion-Street, and the Cir- 
cuit which comprehends William- Street, King-Street, 


 Tork-Sireet, Cuffe-Street,  Stephen's-Green, Grafton- 


Street, Dawfon-Street, Moleſworth-Street, Kildare- 

Street, Merrion-Street, che College, Lazer's-Hill, 
George's and Aſfton's-Quay, and Fleer-Street on the 
South; or Part of Britain-Street, Dominick=Street, 
Cavendiſb-Street, Marlborougb- Street, Sackville-Street,. 
Moore-Street, Henry- Street, past of Abby-Street, and 

the Batchelor's-W alk on the North, cannot with Pro- 
priety be called a*few People. I dare contend for it, 
they are a numerous, and indeed a reſpectable Body, 

exceeding in Opulence all the reſt of this great City 
together, and yet theſe are the few whoſe Conveni- 
ence, it is pretended, is only conſidered. As to the 
enriching three or four, it is an Inſult on the great Bo- 


dy of the Nation, to preſume that ſuch ſordid and 


mean Conſiderations could influence their Meaſures; 
and with regard to two hundred thouſand being ruin- 
ed, I don't ſee how this can be accounted for, but by 
ſuppoſing that the building a Bridge will check the 
Courſe of the River, and raiſe up the Water fo as to 
overflow all that Part of the City Weſtward, and 
drown all the poor Inhabitants ; ſhould this be the 
Conſequence, it would indeed be a dreadful one, and 
if there be any Reaſon to apprehend it, it will certain- 
ly be the ſtrongeſt againſt building this new 11 

ave 
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I have heard it offered as an Argument of weight, 
that the further you bring your Trade into the Heart 
of the Kingdom the better, and that it is therefore 
impolitic to build this Bridge, as it will carry Trade 
the contrary Way. This Argument appears ſpecious 
at firſt Sight, but I fear is not well underſtood. By 
carrying Trade into the Heart of the Kingdom, is 
not I ſuppoſe meant, that Ships of Burthen ſhould 
fail into Athlone or Kilkenny; what I underſtand by it 
is this, to facilitate the Conveyance of Merchandize, 
and all Neceſſaries of Life, from one Place to another 
by Canals, good Roads and the like; but imported 

Goods (it will I hope be allowed) muſt be firſt brought 
in by Sea, and landed at ſome Sea Port; for tho Na- 
ture may be helped, ſhe will not be totally changed. 
We cannot make Athlone an Harbour, but we can 
improve our own, and when Ships arrive and are diſ- 

charged, the conveying their Lading into the interior 
Parts of this Kingdom, by Canals and good Roads, 
(both which have been, and are now the Object of 
Parliament,) will be carrying Trade into the Heart 
of the Country, and I cannot at all fee that this Prin- 
ciple 1s invaded by a new Bridge, for Goods landed 
at Aſfton's-Yuay, or the Batchelor alk, will be at- 
tended with no more Expence to the Inhabitants of 
the interior Part of the Kingdom, than if they were 
landed at the Cuſtom-houſe- Quay; nor will the Coals, 
which are brought up, as uſual; in Gabbards to the 
Coal-Yuay, coſt the Poor of the Weſt End of the 
| Town any thing more than they do now, for they 

are put into Gabbards between and below the Walls, 
and I don't hear that the Legiſlature intend to lay a 
Tax on any 3 which ſhall paſs under the Arch- 


es of this new Bridge, if not, the Apprehenſion of 
Coals being enhanced in Price on the Poor, is an 
Argument that falls to the Ground, and any other 


Charge of Lighterage, if on Imports, is of no Con- 
ſequence. | 


Exports | 
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Exports indeed ſhould be as free from Charges as 
:ppPioſſible, and this new Bridge will not augment them; 
or it is well known that the greater Part of our Ex- 
=" 4 is uſually ſhi at the Out Quays, and were 
£ erchants permitted to put their export Goods into 
4 Lighters at the ſeveral Quays above Bridge, which 
22 may be eaſily conducted, without Prejudice to the Re- 
| venue, no ill Conſequence whatever can ariſe from the 
building this new Bridge, if placed, as I have all along 

| faid, at Angleſea-Street. It will be a Convenience 
and an Ornament to the City in general, to the Gen- 
tilemen of Rank and Fortune in particular, who will 
bereby be induced to a more conſtant Reſidence a- 
- mongſt us; this will conſequently occaſion a great deal 

of Money to be expended amongſt Tradeſmen and 
Artizans, it will encourage Arts and Induſtry, it will 

make Money circulate, and will add to, the Happineſs 

nnd Comfort of the Induſtrious and Laborious, by the 
i exchanging Riches for the Fruits of their Induſtry and 


— 
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